
August 18, 2008

EXPANDED TAX ABATEMENT BENEFITS IN THE SPRINGFIELD ENHANCED ENTERPRISE ZONE  
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Springfield Enhanced Enterprise Zone Board of Directors is pleased to announce that an 
additional 25% of property tax abatement will now be granted to qualifying businesses in the 
Springfield Enhanced Enterprise Zone that obtain certification at the Silver level or higher under 
the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program.  The governing entities 
within the Springfield Enhanced Enterprise Zone, which include Greene County and the Cities of 
Springfield and Battlefield, have recently adopted ordinances increasing the level of tax 
abatement from 50% to 75% over ten years for qualifying businesses that obtain this level of 
LEED certification.

The Springfield Enhanced Enterprise Zone was established by the State of Missouri in 2005 to 
provide incentives for qualified businesses to locate or expand in the zone.  The zone boundaries 
were established in conjunction with the Missouri Department of Economic Development and 
are based on areas of low income and high unemployment (see Attachment A – Map of  
Springfield Enhanced Enterprise Zone).  This program is a successor to the City’s Enterprise 
Zone, which was originally established in 1984.  

Qualifying Businesses

While retail, eating and drinking establishments and gaming operations are not eligible, the type 
of businesses that can qualify for benefits include:

· manufacturing
· mining
· warehouse and distribution
· wholesale trade
· processing material recovery for wholesale trade
· Any other business enterprise that creates and maintains 50 or more full time jobs

Qualifying businesses are eligible to receive state tax credits for investment and job creation, and 
local property tax abatement on improvements to real property.  The level of abatement that has 
been authorized within the Springfield Enhanced Enterprise Zone is 50% on improvements for 
10 years.  To encourage sustainable development, qualifying businesses may also receive an 
additional 25% of property tax abatement if they obtain certification at the Silver level or higher 
under the LEED program.
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If you have any questions concerning the Springfield Enhanced Enterprise Zone, please contact 
Matt D. Schaefer with the City of Springfield Planning and Development Department at 
417-864-1100 or by email at mschaefer@springfieldmo.gov.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A – Map of the Springfield Enhanced Enterprise Zone
Attachment B – Special Ordinance #25436 (City of Springfield)
Attachment C – Ordinance #08-15 (City of Battlefield)
Attachment D – ACR-014026 (Greene County)
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